BALLINDINE NATIONAL SCHOOLS. 







RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated lo May 1858 \—for, 



COPY of all Correspondence and Reports in reference to the Three 
National Schools of Ballindine, County Mayo, from the 1st day of May 
1867 to the present Date.” 



(Mr. Maguire.) 



Ordered, ly The House of Commons, to he PrinUd, 
11 June 1858. 
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SCHEDULE. 



The Retukn consists of the following Documents, viz. 



1. Head Inspector Kavanagh’s Report on Ballindine National School, Male Department - 3 

■ - - ditto ' ' - Female Department - 6 

Ditto - - . ditto - - . Industrial Department - 9 

4. Letter to Honourable G. Browne, calling attention to the Deviations from the Rules 
of the Board, as set forth in the Reports - - . - 

6. Honourable G. Browne’s Reply to No. 4 - jj 

8. Letter to Mr. Kavanagh, enclosing copies of Two Letters from Honourable Mr. Browne 

(No. 5 and another), and calling on Mr. Kavaiiagh for Explanation • - - - 18 

. second letter referi-ed to in No. 6 has been mislaid ; it contains a denial 

that tJie books useil by Mrs. Ridley are of a sectarian character]. 

7. Mr. Kavanagh’s Explanation 

8. Letter to Honoumble Mr. Browne, with copy of Mi-. Kavanagh’s Explanation (No. 7) - 15 

9. Honourable G. Browne’s Observations on Mr. Kavanagh’s Letter (No. 7) of Explanation - 15 

10. Letter to Mr. Kavanagh, with copy of Mr. Browne’s Letter (No. 9), for Observations - 17 

11. Mr. Kavanagh’s Reply - 

12. Letter to Mr._ Kavanagh, calling attention to the time which has elapsed since he first reported 

me violadons of Rule in Ballindine Schools; giving Extracts from the Book read by 
Mrs. Ridley in the School, to which he had already referred, showing the nature of the 
work, and sending, for the information of the Board, a copy of the work itself, viz. 

Scnpiure Instruction for the Least and the Lowest,” in 3 vols. - . - - is 

13. Letter to HonoLirable Mr. Browne, accounting for the delay in coming to a final decision 

on the case; and informing him that Head Inspector Newell should be instructed to 
visit Ballindine Schools, and report, &c. 20 

14. Letter to Head Inspector Newell, with Instructions, &c., &c. - . _ _ . 21 

16. Letter to Mr. Kavanagh, acquainting him with the further steps taken in the case - - 21 

16. Head Inspector Newell’s Report of his Visitation to the Ballindine National Schools ; 

result of hi3 interview with Mrs. Ridley -----....22 

17. Honourable Geoffry Browne declines to receive any further Aid from the National Board . 

on Dehalt of the Industrial Department at Ballindine National Schools - - - 26 

18. Honourable G. Browne requests to be allowed to withdraw his previous Letter (No. 17.) 20 

19. Letter to Honourable Mr. Browne, acquainting him that the Board had struck the 

industrial Department at Ballindine off the Roll of National Schools, and had with- 
drawn the grant of Salary 26 

20. Letter to Honourable Mr. Browne, explaining that the Order conveyed in No. 19, had been 

passed before the receipt of his second Communication (No. 18), and pointing out the 
course to be adopted by him m order to obtain a renewal of the Salary to the Teacher 
01 the Industrial Department at Ballindine - -- -- ...27 

Application was made by Mr. Browne, according to the usual form, and the grant of salaiy 
restored. 



Office of National Education,! 
29 May 1858. / 



Maurice . • 

JamaKOly, ’jSeMetariffl. 
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PAPERS RELATING TO THE 



(C.) — Organization and Discipline. 



1. Is the dailj^ routine of business as set 

forth on time-table judicious? - 

2. Is it adhered to ? 

3. Are the pupils rightly classed? - 

4. Which classes are taught directly by the 

teacher ? - _ _ _ _ 

5. Which by monitors ? - 

6. Ai-e the monitors fit for the duties en-' 

trusted to them ? - _ _ _ 

7. To "what extent is collective or simul- 

taneous instruction carried on ? 

S. Is any of the instruction individual? 

9. Are the school accounts kept accoiding 
to the prescribed forms ?- 

10. Are they accurate and neat? 

11. What books are used in the school ? 

12. Is there an adequate supply of books and 

other requisites ? - - _ _ 

13. State of school and of children as regards 

order and cleanliness? 

14. Discipline of school? - - _ _ 

15. What rewards ? - _ _ _ _ 

16 . What punishments ? - - - _ 

17. Generd tone and aspect of school ? 

18. Average time pupils attend school ? 

19. Average age at which they begin tijeir 

attendance 

20. Average age at wMeh they finally leave 

school ? - - - _ ^ 

21. What arrangements for visitation of 

school by local parties ? - - _ 



Yes, pretty fair. 

Yes. 

Yes, so far as I was able to see. 

All. 

Juniors. 

^ and heard him 

In all the classes. 

.No. 

Yes. 

Yes. 

Boards, only. 

Yes. 

Very fair. 

Good. 

Moral only. 

Moral only. 

Satisfactory. 

67 days imooffor last font months). Satur- 
days included. 

6 years, 

13 years. 

Pew visitors. 



(D.) — Teacher. 



Thomas ; 41 : n.. S3. Paidmonl- 

2 . Date of training, present class, and'tvhe^ NoTSd r 

appointed to this school - . J ‘ . oMamed 14th instant; 



appointed to this school 

3. Manner - - _ _ _ 

4. Tone of voice - _ _ _ 

o' keeping a class attentive - 

o. Method of teachinty _ _ _ _ 

7. Is it intelligent or mechanical ? - 

3. Method of examining - . _ 

9. Is the examination judioions and ani- 
mated? - - - _ , 

10. Does the aim seem to be to educate or 

merely to instruct ? - 

11 . General fitness - - _ 



11. ’53. 

Pretty good. 

Pirm ; a little harsh. 
Very fair. 

Pretty good. 
Intelligent rather. 
Tolerably good. 



Pretty animated. 



To instruct. 
Very fair. 



school, it is requested that the name and before taught in a national 

he given, and the preoUe date of WngV ‘““g*"* 



(D.) — Income, &o. 
£.24. 



1. from the Board - 

S 5 “> ®hooi 

3. Amount of aid from other sonrecs ' ' ^ '^at four months— say 15 1. 

4. Teacher’s yearly income - . ' r?, , 

5. Has he a free house or anythin^ else in 

aid of salary? - . ^ ° „ 

- - Tes, worth 1 /. a 

6. Has 
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6. Has he any, and what, other sonrces of 

income besides those connected with 
the school 

7. Does he pay any rent for school-room? 

Amount of same? - - - - 

8. Kates of payment, and number of thel 

children on the rolls who pay each!' 
rate - » _ _ - -J 



None, save son’s income as junior monitor. 
No. 

1 5., 1«. 6rf., 2«, 6c?., 8s. (for classics); of 
those on roll, eight are free. 



(E.) — Pkoficiency of the Several Classes, and Amount of Instruction imparted in the 
Various Branches, as ascertained by Examination. 

Heard teacher and paid monitor both teach and examine classes. 

I was tired and wet, and unable to examine school, but inquired minutely into its 
working. 



(G.)— Obsehvaijce of Kdles and Kequlations of Commissioners. 

1. Inscription 

2. Arrangements for religious instruction - 

3. Use of books of religious instruction 

4. Use of school-rooms - - - _ 

5. General lesson - - - - _ 



jrAJl right. 



(H.)— Inspection by District Inspector. 



1. Do the suggestions left by him seem ■] 

pertinent to state of school? - - I 

2. Do you think they have been attended to ? [ 

3. Give the dates of the several visits made f reports, but did not note the times, &c. 

by him, with the times occupied in 
inspection - - - - - J 



(K.) — General Observations. 



Manager directed teacher to open school with prayer (copy of instruction annexedX but 
^acher understanding that objection was made to this by the Roman-catholic clergyman 
Rev. JM r. M'Cullagh, he has not acted on the instruction. * 

Time-table sets forth that religious instruction, which consists of Douay Bible and 
Catechism to Koman-catholice, is given 3 to 3^ o’clock on first five days, and Saturdavs 
11 to 12 o’clock. ^ 



(L.) — Mention the Points on which you think it necessary that an Ofl&cial Communication 
should be made W the Manager or Correspondent. 

None, nnless first § K be deemed a necessary subject. 



. (signed) J. W. Kavanagh, 

Head Inspector. 
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— No. 2. — 

(Received in office, 28/5,) 

Head Inspector’s Report upon Ballindine Female National School, 1857. 
District, No. 22. 4823^ 

Vested or non-vested?— Vested. Vested, how?— Cannot say. 

Correspondent-, Hon. Geof. Browne. Post town, Ballindine. 

Barony of . County of Mayo. 

Visited on the 13th day of May ; examined from 12 1 till 2 J o’clock. 





Foi Year ended 
30 AprU 1857. 


At Time 
V of Inspection. 


Of fcbose present, were 


Namber 

Books. 


Average 

daily 

Attend- 


On 

Rolls. 


Present. 


Average 

Age. 


Under 
7 Years. 


7 Years. 


8 Years. 


9 Years. 


.0 i 10 Years. 


11 Years. 


12 Years. 


13 Years* 


I 

>- 


15 Years. 


Above 1 
15 Years. 1 


5. 


6. 


y. 


72 


44*9 


83 


48 


9-6 


3 


3 

1 


5 1 


6 

i 

i 


^ 6 


4 


3 


5 


2 


I 2 




Totals - - 


72 


44*9 


S3 


48 


Totals - 


(17) . 


(15) 


(16) 



Op the Numbers Present, there were engaged, 



Reading : 

Book No. 1 
Book No. 2 
Sequels 
Book No. 3 
Book No. 4 
Book No. 5 



22 

16 

6 

4 



Learning Grammar : 

Parts of speech onlyl 

Parsing and syntax J - - 2b 

Derivations - - 3 

Composition. 



Learning Geography, from Text Books : 
Lessons on maps only. 

Local, mathematical and 1 
physical - - ..J " 26. 



Learning : 

ArLurraetical tables ~ - - 24 

Simple rales - - ' - - 20 

Compound ditto - - - _ 4 

Proportion, practice, interest, &q. 1 

Mental arithmetic. 



Writing: 

On slates only - 
On paper - 
From dictation - 



'Of these there were — 

Able to read Second) 9 pretty well. 

Book correctly /4well. 

Able to read the 
higher Books with 
ease and intelli- 
^ gence. 

'Of these there were — 

Acquainted with parts) 6, two or three. 

of speech only -j3, several. 

Able to parse - - - 1, poorly. 

Acquainted with the pre- — 

fixes and affixes. 

Acquainted with English ety- — 
mologies. 

Acquainted with Greek and — 

Latin roots. 

•Of these there were acquainted with— 

Map of the world only - 4, poorly. 
Maps of Europe and of Ireland — 

General course. — 

Of these there were — 

Able to set down accurately^ o f 04 
any number not . above j ^ 
seven places of figures -I ,, 

Able to work correctly and/ 
readily a sum in subtraction 
Able to work correotiy a sum) „ 
in multiplication of money J ^ 

Able to state and solve with 
readiness and correctness 
questions in proportion or 

practice - _ _ 

Of these there were — 

Able to write fairly - - - 4 

Able to write a good hand) 4 very 
with ease and freedom -J good 
Able to write a sentence). 3 pretty 
with tolerable accuracy -/ well. 
Able to write with case and 

correctness - - _ 

Sewing 5. 



p pretty fair- 
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(A.) Dbscriptiou of School House and Premdseb. 

1. Materials, &c., and state of repair - - Good ; fair ; a vested house. 

2. Number of stories and of rooms - - IVo; two, one for each sex. 

3. Number and size of school- rooms - - Girls’ room (not measured). 

4. Amount of school accommodation - Fair for attendance. 

5. Light and ventilation - - - - Very good as to means, but room too warm. 

6. Privies ------ Ja order. 

7. Play-ground ----- Very small yard. 

8. General fitness of premises - - - Fair. 

(B.)— Furniture, &c. 

1. Is the school-room adequately furnished? Yes. 

2. Is the furniture in good repair ? - - Yes. 

3. Is it judiciously arranged? - - - Yes. 

4. Is there sufficient space for the drafts ? - Yes. 

5. Is ihere an adequate supply of boards for 

the reading and arithmetical tablets? - Reading only, and much worn. 

6. Is tliere a large black board ? - - One ; wants painting or staining. 

7. What large maps are in the school? - Six; World, Europe, England, Ireland, Scot- 

land, and Palestine. 

8. Is tliere a globe ? - - - - - None. 

9. What othei' apparatus ? - - _ None. 

(C.) — Organization and Discipline. 

1. Isthedaily routine of business as set forth Tolerably. 

on time-table judicious? 

2. Is it adhered to ----- Cannot be well, no clock. 

3. Are the pupils rightly classed ? - - Yes, fairly. 

4. Which classes are taught directly by the All. 

teacher ? 

5. Which by monitors? - - - , 3 assist in junior classes. 

6. Arethemonitorsfitforthe duties entrusted Not well. 

to them ? 

7. To what extent is collective or simul- in all the subjects. 

taneous instruction earned on ? 

8. Is any of the instruction individual? - No. 

9. Are the school accounts kept according Yes. 

to the prescribed forms ? 

10. Are they accurate and neat ? - - Yes. 

n. What books are used in the school? - Boai 

12. Is there an adequate supply of books and Yes. 
of other requisites ? . 

13. State of school and of children as regards Very good. 

order and cleanliness ? 

14. Discipline of school? - - - _ Pair. 

15. What rewards ? - _ . . j^Qj-al only. 

16. What punishments ? - - - - Moral only. 

17. General tone and aspect of school ? - Very satisfactory. 

16. Average time pupils attend school? - 62 Days in 100 (Saturdays included). 

19. Average age at which they begin their 

attendance ? - - - - 6 Years. 

20. Average age at which they finally leave 

school? - . - - - - - 13 Years. 

21. What arrangements for visitation of) Manager visited twice last quarter ; Roman- 

school by local pai'ties ?• - - - f catholic clergyman twice a year. 

(D.) — Teacher. 

1. Name, age, and date of first appointment 

. under the Board - Mary Fogarty; 36; 1843. 

2. Date of training, present class, and when 

appointed to tffis school - - - 1844 ; 3’ ; 5* ’49. 

3. Manner ------ Steady and matronly. 

4. Tone of voice ----- Firm. 

6. Skill in keeping a class attentive - - Fair. 

6. Method of teaching - - - . Rather good. 

Is it intelligent or mechanical ? - - Intelligent. 

8. Method of examining - - - . Pair. 

332. A 4 , 9. Js 



r Admirably kept, except that register 

I was not opened right, but this will be 
j corrected. Rolls not marked when 

II arrived at f to 1 o’clock, 
rd’s only. 
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9. Is tlie eTammatlon judicious and ani- 

mated?- - - - - Pretty animated. 

10. Does the aim seem to be to educate or 

merely to instruct? - - _ To Instruct. 

11. General fitness ----- Very fair. 



Note. If a change of teachers have taken place since last inspection of school bv 
district or other inspector, and should new teacher have ever before taught in a national 
school, It IS requested that the name and county of the last school wherein he taiiX 
be given, and the precise date of leaving it. ° 



(E.) — Income, &c. 



1. Aid from the Board - - - _ 

2. Yearly amount of fees paid to school 

fund 

3. Amount of aid from other sources 

4. Teacher’s yearly income - - _ 

5. Has he a free house, or anything else in 

aid of salary ? - _ _ . 

6. Has he any, and what, other sources of 

income besides those connected with 
the school 

7. Does he pay any rent for school-room? 

Amoimt of same ? - 

8. Rates of payment, and number of the 

children on the rolls who pay each 
rate ------ 



£.17. 

£.10. 4s. 9d. 
None. 

£.27. 4s. 9d. 
No. 



None. 

None. 



Is. to 2s. 6d ; about 10 free. 



(P.) — Proptcienct of the several Classes, and Amount of Instruction imparted in the 
various Brandies, as ascertained by Examination. 



/-n5ij First Book, two are in letters, eight in Section II., and 12 in Section III. 

Children get one lesson from teacher and one from raonitress each day ; method pretty fair. 
Second Book, eight to page 43, and eight over book ; the latter read the lesson, page 112, 
very well for that stage of book; noun and adjective known by most of pupils. Sequel 
class read a difficult lesson in Second Book ; four read well, one fair, and one unfit for that 
stage; uo^ and adjective known by all; outlines of great divisions of land and water 
known. Third Class read fairly page 75 ; one attempts to parse, and three knew several 
of parts of speech. Arithmetic answered good for a girls’ school ; penmanship very good ; 
dictation, fair ; school, on the whole, in a satisfactory state. Order, cleanliness, and disci- 
pline excellent. 

(G-*)— Observance of Rules and Regulations op Commissioners. 

1. Inscription - - - _ _ Up. 

2. Arrangementsfor religious instruction (a) 

3. Use of books of religious instruction - Right. 

4. Use of school-rooms - - - _ R,jght. 

5. General lesson - - - ^ - - Up and taught. 

Prayer before secular instruction not notified. 



(a) Class 2. The time -table states that “ Religious instruction, which consists of Douay 
iSible and Catechism to Roman-catholics, is given from 3 J to 4 o’clock on five days of the 
weel^ and 12 to o’clock on Saturday.” Two Protestant children attend, and teacher, who 
w a Koraan-catholic, stated that these remain during the time of Bible reading to Catholics, 
but not during Catechism. There is but one copy of the Bible (Dr. Denver’s edition) in the 
school, 30 that It 18 re^ to, not by the children. I do not think that notice has been given 
^ Protestant children ; but I rather infer this from my notes, as lliave 

point itself. Pinned to the time-table is a form of prayer drawn 
oU u'l j Ridley, sister to manager, and ordered by him to be used in common 
11 opening of the school. Teacher states she uses it not daily, 

but occasionally. The time for this exercise is not inserted on the Table, 
having Jf ajs'i ordered for boys’ school ; but the parish priest, Rev. Mr. M'Cullagh, 
referred teacher has never put it up, or used it. Copy of the document 

beseprb Thou before Secular ^struction.” " Grant unto us all, O Lord, we 

Thv mornTT ba ay, the spirit ot thinking and doing what is right. May the ears of 

desnes d-5 vp +b°=^^b ° servants, and, that they may succeed in their 

to Thee ^in th#- n ^ grace of Thy Holy Spirit to ask such things as shall be agreeable 
and commLd^^^ Saviour and Redeemer, who has taught 

TgoT Jesus Christ, and the love 

« owship of the Holy cfhost remain with us now and for evermore. 
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(H.) — Inspection by District Inspector. 



1 . Do tlie suggestions left by liim seem 

pertinent to state of school ? - - Few left last three visits. 

2. Doyouthinktheyhavebeenattendedto? — 



3. Give the dates of the several visits made 
by him, with the times occupied in 
inspection - - - - - 



Mr, M‘Sweeney visited — 

6 June 1855, 10 ^ to 1 § i 
23 Aug. 1855, 10^ to 3 
*13 May 1856, 104to2 
*15 Oct. 1856, 10 to 2 
*10 Feb. 1857, 10 to 2 



Present., 
'clock, 31 
„ 36 

« 42 

„ 3.5 

„ 50 



‘ Obseiwalions on last three visits, scanty 



(K.) — General Observations. 



Was much pleased with state of classes in this school. Invited teacher to attend next' 
day in Claremorris, as a candidate for promotion, but she did not attend. 



(L.) — Mention the Points on which you think it necessary that an Official Coramunicatiom 
should be made to the Manager or Correspondent. 



Clause 2, as stated above. 



(signed) 



Jame$ W. Kavanagk, 

Head Inspector. 



— No. 3. 



Report upon Ballindine Industrial National School, District 22. 

Gentlemen, IS May 1857. 

On visiting the Ballindine male and female national schools on the 13th: 
instant, I learned that there is also an industrial school receiving aid from the 
Board in the village, and I then visited it from 3 to o’clock. 

The school is held in a former brewery, and the room is spacious, clean, and 
well suited to its object. There is no inscription on the house, nor is there any 
official form in the room to indicate that it is a national school. Withering- 
festoons of laurels bang round the walls, and tiie letters V. A. are on a large 
scale at one end of the room, remnants of the decorations connected with the 
annual ball which came ofi in March last, and which was attended by the. work- 
girls, military officers, and country gentry. 

The work-school has no connexion with the Ballindine Female National 
School, save that many t)f, if not all, the workers had been pupils therein. There 
is no literary instniction given to the workers. 

There are no rolls kept. In the old form of register the names only of lOO 
girls are entered, and the old form of report book contains an entry, of the daily 
attendance of the industrial class up lo the end of last March, since which date 
no entry has been made in it. The average number in daily attendance for the 
11 months, ending March 31st, was 28. ,. i 4 . 

The new form of daily report book for industrial schools has been supplied to 
this school by Mr. M'Sweeny, l>ut no entry has as yet been made in it. 

There was no school on the day of my vi&if, as teacher was engaged in pac 
ing up work for the London market. Of the girls and women on the list 
referred to, all, with the exception of two or three, are Roman-catholics, i here 



is no provision for religious instruction, and the clergymen of the parish, Pro- 
j There is no time-table, and the usual 



testant and Catholic, rarely if ever visit. ■ u v . 

hours for work vary from eight or nine o’clock in the forenoon, to three, tom,, 
and occasionally five o’clock. t j /n 

Mrs. Ridley, wife to Colonel Ridley of the Guards, daughter to Lord Oran- 
more, and sister to the manager, Hon. G. Browne, pays great attention to the 
school, and is virtually the acting patroness of it. She visits very frequently 
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but especially on Tuesdays and Fridays, the greater portion of which days she 
>" ‘0 tlie girls and women during work. The teacher M ss 

M'Dermott, informs me that the works read are chiefly those of General in 
formation as to common life, such as “Pleasant Pages,” &c, but others are of a 
scriptural and essentially sectarian character. Mrs. Ridley is accustomed to 
read to the industrial class from a work, which I have e.saniined, slyled “ Serin 
rare Instruction for the Least and the l.owest” (3 vols., Seeley, Fleet-streJt 
London^) ; and on reteijnce to vol. 3, chap. 87, page 216, yon will perceive 
apart from the whole drift of the work, that it is an openly anti-Catholic 

Mrs. Ridley has founded a small circulating library in the school for the use 
of the industrial class, aud the books are borrowed and read by the o-irls Somp 
are publications by the Messrs. Cbambers. by Mrs. H. B. Stowe (Uncie Tom's 
Cabin, Dred, &c.), some are novels, some biography (as Life of Nelson-rather 
objectionable for girls), histones (as Prescott’s Ferdinand and Isabella-obiec- 
tionable for young Roman-catholics), and books of a semi-religious character 

I he teacher appears to be well suited to her duties, an,d the work which I 
examined was of a veij superior order. Stockings form the staple article of 
production and it would appear that 2,076 pairs were made last year, and as the 
knitters get U. a parr for tlieni, the earnings on this head alone amount to over 

frnmi“ ’a e“‘b™idery, and the usual weekly earnings vary 

Jrom 1 to 2 6 d. and 3 s. for eacli worker. ° ^ 

The teacher is paid 25 1.. including Si. from the Board, and a free room as a 
residence. ® 

Dates of inspection by Mr. M'Sweeney: 1855, June 5th, at 2 o’clock- De- 
cember 21st, at lOi o clock; 1866, May isth, at lOJ o’clock ; and 1857 Fe- 
bruary lOtL, at 115 o clock. ’ 

I have, &c. 



The Secretaries, 

Education Office. 



(signed) James W. Kavanagh, 



Got from Teacher of Male (Ballindine) National School. 

1 3/6/57. 

(signed) J. W. Kavavagh. 



PuAYERS BEFORE SeCULAR InsTIIUCTIOIT. 

Thee, this day, the spirit of thinking 
ThttervLT^ ? mercy be open to the prayers erf 

Jesus Obris^^n ‘'imgs as shall be agreeable to Thee, in the Lme of 

lias taught and commanded 

felWshin of®trc‘'H'’/ and the 

Our Frihra evermore. Amen. 



— No. 4. 

Rules : Head lospector Kavanagh, 45 , 

(B. 0. 3— 7-— ’57.) 

Ballindine Indostrial National School, County Mago. 

Sir Office of National Education, 

Education have recei\S'^from '^Mr. J. W. 
the Ballindine National ^8 1 national schools, a special report on 

partLnt. * ^ ’ Particular reference to the industrial de- 

From 
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From this document the Commissioners observe various matters connected 
wiih the management of the industrial department which are at variance with 
the rules of the Board, to which »e are directed to call attention. 



1 . There is no regular literary instruction given to the industrial pupils. 

2. That there is no “ time-table and no school rolls are kept. 

3 . That the Hon. Mrs. Ridley is in the habit of attending the industrial 
school, and of reading to the pupils, while engaged at work, books of a decidedly 
denominational or sectarian character. 

4 . That in the lending library for the use of the pupils in the industrial 
class there are some books which might be objected to as having a sectarian 
tendency. 



With reference to the part taken by Mrs. Ridley in the management of the 
industrial department, we are to state that the Commissioners feel assured she is 
influenced by the best motives, and that it is only necessary to point out in what 
respect tlie rules of the Board have been infringed, in order to have these matters 
set right. 

With this view we enclose a copy of the rules, and are to request your attention 
to the following remarks : 



By reference to section VIII., Part II., page 15, you will observe that all the 
pupils of the industrial department must receive literary instruction for at least 
two hours daily ; you will further observe, “ that no religious instruction or 
religious exercise shall take place during the time the pupils are engaged in in- 
dustrial occupation,” and although the reading of certain books by Mrs. Ridley, 
while the pupils are at work, is not, in strictness, a religious exercise, yet as these 
books are .sometimes of a sectarian character, the Commissioners cannot but look 
on the practice as a violation of the spirit of the rule. 

With regard to the absence of a time-table and of school rolls, although there 
is no disiiuct rule on the subject, the Commissioners invariably require them to 
be kept in every national school ; and cannot dispense with them in present in- 
stance. . • 1 , 

The Commissioners do not object to lending libraries in connexion with the 
schools under them, but the books must be free from everything of a denomi- 
national character. 

Having adverted to the several matters connected with the ludustnal depart- 
ment, we are now to call attention to the male and female literary schools of 
Ballindine. 

It appears from the head inspector’s report, that a form ot prayer has been 
drawn up, for the opening of the schools every morning. This is not contrary to 
the rule of the Board, provided the time for such prayer be notified on the time- 
tables ; and that children be not compelled to he present at it. For the regulation 
on this point, we refer you to Part 1., sect. IV., par. 10. . „ , 

In conclusion, we are directed to state that the Commissioners feel satisfied 
you will see the propriety of giving such instructions respecting the future 
management and arrangements of the several departments of the Ballindine 
schools as will remove all grounds of complaint. 



We have, &c. 

(signed) Maurice Cj-oii,l 
The Honourable G. Browne, James Kelly, J 

Ballindiiie, Tuam. 



Secretaries. 



— No. 5. — 

gjj.g^ Castle Macgarrett, Ballindine, 22 July 1857. 

1 BEO to acknowledge the receipt of the Commissioners’ letter of the 18tt 
instant. With regard to the report of the head inspector, 1 have to state m the 
first instance, so far as touches the industrial department : 

Your Board granted the small salary of 8/. a year with the perfect knowledge 
that there never has been any regular literary instruction given to the industrial 
33.2. B 2 pupils 

Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




pupils 

school. 



PAPERS RELATING TO THE 

I this school, it being considered as a branch of the Ballindine national 

2. That no time-table or rolls have ever been kept. 

They would be no test whatever of the work done,' as a large part is done at 
the houses of the children. ^ ^ 

3. It is quite untrue that Mrs. Ridley reads books of a sectarian character. 

4. No objection has been made to any of the books lent by any parents of 
any child attending, nor are they of a sectarian character. 

With regard to rule 8, Mrs. Ridley and Miss M'Dermott strongly recom- 
mend all the children to attend at the literary branch of the national school 
as that school is at a distance of 150 yards, it is impossible for .Mis^ 
M'Derraott to enforce their attendance. 

- informed me that she especially avoids touching on any 

points of difference between Roman-catliolics and Protestants, nor are the books 
she reads, or the subjects she discusses, sectarian, or indeed relisious, further than 
that the comm^ principles of Christianity must be the foundation of all sound 
education in a. Christian country. I cannot thus see that the spirit of the Com- 
misaoners rules are m any wmy infringed by Mrs. Ridley’s reading to the 
children. 1 here can be no difficulty in having a time-table and school rolls. 

I may further state that Mrs. Ridley's object in reading to the children is, that 
at the same time that she obtains a much larger attendance and a consequent 
great increase iii the work done, she affords the children useful and practical in 
tormation as well as enforces a greater degree of cleanliness and order, as well as 

,^ 00 ^? increase the 

fountry ^ between the higher and lower orders in this 

ra'' ‘°i ‘'“o’leetion of the Commissioners the circumstances 
mder which this school was e,stablishecl. It was first begun by Mrs. Ridley 

whatever™,' tl^T 1 “'^t time there was no employment 

rmbroMery " ‘ knowledge of knitt'Lg or 

but also from the assistance of her friends, she 
nresliTsek and by great energy and perseverance established the 

>’ave at one time 

loss of fin Mrs. Ridley has done this at an average 

assistance f. " ® ‘“S'” “' Oidod would she have accepted 

everrccct-n “ societies; but she has absolutely refused 

tne seeds of religious discord into the school. ® 

infemerthon," ff»>ned his information, but I am 

Ballindine on w'l f National School of Industry at 

S M°Der^li f p improperly desired the schoolmisteess, 

po inn m. r “ lady of the highest character and 

me OT Ri, Z'T;'. “f schoolmistresses,) not to inform 

under the imn qtiestions he asked, or the remarks he made, and I am 

fom r in’Xr™, B^^d “ust have before them the reports of 

ScZoI. kow highly useful is the Ballindine Industrial 

BoLd*‘tul‘‘Eonr,riq?“^ *'’‘= nssistance given by vour 

out rr Sready can-ied 

especially ‘IS vnnr R quite unieasoiiable to expect a stricter compliance, 

giTC asiltadce esr«St”cl*‘ TT “> *"3' 

of your Board^ire^altno-eik doth the spirit and letter of the'ruies 

po ffifflculty in showing!* neglected, which if your Board desires, I shall have 

a paper fixed to the* fc™-Mbiran?h'''*'' sohools, I have to state that on 

is read was affixed at the timeVi^f which the prayer 

“ at tJie time that the inspector was at Ballindine. 

The Secretaries of ... ' 

National Education. (.signed) Geoffrey Browne. 
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6 . — 



(B. O. 31—7 — 57.) 

Office of National Education, 

Sii-, 1 August 1857. 

The Honourable Geoffrey Browne having been communicated with respecting 
your report upon the Ballindine Industrial National School, dated tliel6fh May 
last has forwarded two letters in reply. The ffrst, bearing date the 22d ultimo, 
not having been received in this office until Saturday the 25th ultimo, could not 
have been laid before the Board until its meeting- of yesterday. The Com- 
missionei-s have directed us to transmit copies of these letters, without a moment’s 
delay to you, for any remarks that you may deem right to make respecting- their 
statements, and especially in order that you may give an immediate and explicit 
answer to the charge made against you in pages 3 and 4 of letter of the 22d, 
■which it is presumed refers to you. 

It is intended that the case simll be submitted to the Commissioners for recon- 
sideration on Friday next. 

We are, &c. 

J. W. Kavanagh, Esq., (signed) ilf. . 

Head Inspector, Rathgar. J. Kelly, J 



~ No. 7.— 

Gentlemen, Rathgar, 3 August 1857. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 1st inst., 
•with two communications, dated 22d and 26th ult., from the Honourable Geoffrey 
Browne, in reference to the Ballindine Boys’, Girls’, and Industrial Schools, and, 
in compliance with the instructions of the Commissioners, I beg leave to make 
the following observations upon Mr. Browne’s statements. 

As to absence of the inscription “ National School” upon the house ; want of 
rolls, register, industrial report book, -and of all regular accounts of the numbers 
in attendance ; exclusively industrial character of the instruction, tiiere being 
no literary instruction; want of time-table, and absence of any practical connexion 
of the industrial -with the ordinary girls’ school in Ballindine ; — upon these points 
no remark is made by Mr. Browne which calls for observation upon my part. 

In the report of my visit to the Ballindine Indus, trial National School, May 
13th last, 1 state, amongst other things, tliat Mrs. Ridley, sister to the Hon. Mr. 
Browne, “ is accustomed to read to the industrial class from a work which I have 
examined, styled ‘Scripture Instruction for the Least and the Lowest,’ ('3 vols., 
Seeley, Fleet-street, Loiidon), ‘‘and on reference to vol. 3, chapter 87, page 216, 
you will perceive, apart from the wliole drift ot the work, tliat it is an openly 
anti-Catholio book.” In Mr. Browne’s lettei- of July 22d, he states—” It is quite 
untrue that Mrs. Ridloy reads books of a sectarian character ; ” and again in same 
letter, ” Mrs. Ridley has informed me that she e.«pecially avoids touching on 
any points of difference between Romaxi-catholics and Pi-otestants, nor are the 
books she reads on [or, or] the subjects she discusses sectarian, or indeed religious, 
further than that the common principles of Christianity must be the foundation 
of all sound education in a Christian country. I cannot then see that the spirit 
of the Commissioners’ rules are [badly capu.'d likely for/s] in any way infringed 
by Mrs. Ridley’s reading to the children.” In Mr. Browne’s subsequent letter, 
-26th ult., he slates, ” I Sml on looking over the books read by Mrs. Ridley, that 
some are religious, but further than being edited by a clergyman of ^the Church 
of England, are not sectarian, nor are they in any w-ay controversial. ’ 

The work above referred to was put into my hands in the school by the 
teacher. She stated to me that Mrs. Ridley instructs the girls habitually during 
the time of work from it. I looked through the three volumes, the first and only 
time that I have seen them, and an examination of them, especialy of vol. 3, 
will readily satisfy any one that although' they do not profess Protestantism by 
creed, catechism, or formulary, they embody it in a form far more practically 
insidious and eff ective. Associated as the school is with the relations of landlord 
and tenant, and also considerable profit arising to the children from their work, 
332. B 3 tte 
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the use of any si.ch books in the manner stated, would eventually proselytize 
the principles of the Catholic girls who form almost the whole of the attendaoce 

With legard to the lending library, I am quite aware that it is open to the 
manacer of a school to haye such for the use of the pupils and others, and that 
this fact IS not in itself a violation of the rules of the Board ; but the cliaraoter S 
some of the works selected is objectionable in this case, and I mentioned the 
matter to illustrate the general bearing of the school to tlie children. There is n 
volume of sermons and some histories and biographies, wliicli contain matter 
to read fhem^ understood by the parents, they would not permit their children 

Mrs. Ridley also kindly lends her own books to the teacher, and I found on 
JeLit^’^ “Seymour’s Interviews with the 

I beg leave to suggest that Mr. Browne be called on to name any convent or 
other school assisted by the Board in which, as lie states, the spirit and letter of 
the Board’s rules are altogether neglected, as if there be such, and in my circuit 
1 Shull lose no time in visiting and reporting on it. ’ 

With respect to the Ballindine male and lemale schools, the Hon. G Browne 
states ‘ that on a paper fixed to the time-table, and hung up with it, the time at 
which the prayer is read was affixed at the time the inspector was at Ballindine ’’ 
ihis 13 not true ; there was no such paper, prayer, or reference to any, affixed to 
the iiiiie-table in the boys school ; the master had a copy of the prayer in his 
desk, but neither used it nor entered any reference to its use upon the time-table 
I'lndmg that ol.jectiou was made to the use of this form of prayer, the teacher’ 
al hough directed by ihe manager to use it, declined to do so. In the o-irls’ 
school the prayer was on a slip of paper, as stated in my report, pinned to“ the 
toot ot the time-table, but no reference to the time for its use on tlie time-table ■ 

It was seldom used. ’ 

^ Mr. Browne states “I do not know where the present inspector o-ained liis 
information, but I am informed that he has never hut once been at the national 
school of industry at Ballindine, and that when there he very improperly 
desired the schoolmistiess, Miss M'Dermott (a Roman-catholic, and a lady of 
the highest character and position, quite superior to the general class of school- 
imstresses), not to inform me or Mrs. Ridley of the questions be asked, or the 
Honourable Mr. Browne here refers to me, as most 
i ■ a ^ surprised that he could have any doubt as to' where I 

fisirp contained in my report, knowing, as lie admits, that I 

Mr R “ made, that 1 told the teacher not to inform 

T La "'’’® T' of the questions which I asked, or the remarks that 

1 made is not only untnie, but absurdly and incredibly so : I have never played 
hv L, R attempted to obtain information of an official nature 

Wrlt?L? f ,1 “P? honourable means. When e.xamining in Ballindine 

g is school, I learned of the e,xistence of the industrial school in the village; 

1 Had no set or special object in going to see if, and while there I never asked 
the^a^rn % statement which I would not have put or made before 

so circnmslf f Commissioners. It is absurd to suppose that in a school 

of whom T ®och patronage, my first and only visit to it, a teacher 

visit th»i knowledge, and reporting on it three days after my 

asked an 4 teacher not to inform the manager of the questions 

Quickiv lelLv temarks made by me, when the manager, as I knew, would 
made of the iea°^ report the full nature of the inquiries which I must have 
and practices' informant in reference to its working 

in the room 'durMg m*yTtay,“ 

I have, &c. 

The Secretaries (signed) James W. Kavanagh, 

Education Office. 
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— No, 8. — 

(B. O. 7—8— ’57.) 

Ballindine Female National School, County Mayo. 

Office of Natiooal Education, 

Sir, 13 August 1857. 

We have had the lionuor to lay before the* Commissioners of National 
Education, your letters of the 22d and 26th of July, which they considered it 
their duty to refer to Mr. Kavanagh, bead inspector, for any explanation or 
observations which he might tiiiuk it necessary to make with reference to your 
statements. 

Mr. Kavanagh having complied with the instructions transmitted tolhim, we 
are now directed to enclose a copy of his reply; and we are to call your 
particular attention to his emphatic denial of the charge, that he told the teacher 
not to inform you or Mrs. Ridley of the questions which he asked, or the 
remarks which he made on the occasion ofhis visit to the industrial department 
of the above school. .. 

The Commissioners, we beg to state in conclusion, will be happy to receive 
from you any further communication on the subject of Mr. Kavanagh’s report 
which you may desire to forward for their consideration. 

We have, See. 

The Hon. Geoffrey Browne, (signed) Maurice .. • 

Castle Macgarrett, James Kelly, )Secretaries. 

Ballindine. 



— No. 9. — 



Ballindine National School. 

Gentlemen, Castle Macgarrett, 21 August 1857. 

I AM in receipt of your favour of the 13th instant, enclosing me a copy of 
Mr. Kavanagh’s reply to mine of the 22d and 21st ultimo. 

I have carefully read chapter 87, vol. 3, page 216 of “ Scripture Instruction 
for the Least and the Lowest,” arid see nothing in it contrary to the doctrines of 
the Roman-catholic Church, or anything to warrant Mr. Kavanagh in stating it 
to be an anti-(R.) Catholic book’; I conceive nothing but very narrow and 
sectarian views would induce Mr. Kavanagh to object to the chapter in question, 
which simply announces the hope through which all Christians alike look for 
salvation. The same spirit is evinced in Mr. Kavanagh’s arrogating the term 
“ Catholic ” as designating only cne branch of the Christian Church. If the 
Commissioners will kindly read the chapter in question, I doubt not they will 
see how groundless are Mr. Kavanagh’s statements. 

As to 'Mrs. Ridley’s reading being ‘'practically insidious and effective,” 
(I suppose Mr. Kavanagh means towards proselytism), the best reply is, that 
though the school has now been ten years in operation, no proselyte has ever 
been made. 

With regard to the lending library, Mr. Kavanagh shows, by his own remarks, 
that he sees that he has exceeded bis duty in referring to a matter with which 
neither he nor the Board have any concern. His remark on the work privately 
read by the schoolmistress, shows liow much fitter he would be for an inspector 
under the Inquisition than for filling his present duties under a Board established 
to disseminate education on the most liberal and enlightened basis. 

Touching my statement as to there being other schools in connexion with the 
Board in which the spirit and letter of the rules of the Board are altogether 
neglected ; it would only be invidious for me to select particular schools; but I 
know of many in which such is the case. In the case ot convent schools, the 
teachers are almost alwa3'^s nuns, and they would be guilty of a breach of their 
profession did they not seize every occasion to instil the precepts and doctrines 
of the Roman-catholic Church. Again, it is only necessary to drive through 
this and the adjoining county to see headings such as “ St. Joseph s, /*^'*;*^ 

2^2 u 4 A atricx s 
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Patrick’s” “National Schools;" as also national schools held in Romau-catliolio 
chapels. Such breaches of the rules of the Board, meeting with Mr. Kavanao-h’s 
sympathies, are probably deemed too trifling to be reported. “ 

I was in the male national school at Ballindine some days after Mr 
Kavanagh's inspection, and found tlie jtrayer pinned to the timetable Thi’ 
schoolmaster then told me he always had it,' and kept it either there or on the 
chimney-piece. He now states that he took it down when Mr. Kavanawh came 
in, because he feared blame, from religious instruction not being entereif on the 
time-table, and that the time he referred to “ when it was not often used ” was 
some months previous. Should I find him again incorrect in his statements or 
in any way neglecting my orders, I shall dismiss him. ’ 

I enclose a copy of the prayer. I think your Board will see that it requires 
the zeal of a novice to find anything objectionable in it. ^ 

Feeling how important it is to impress youth with respect for reli"ion, and that 
on this feeling alone depends the happines.s and prosperity of all m°en, I desired 
that the school should commence each day witll a short prayer, in which all 
denominations of Christiiins could join; and for this purpose a friend of mine 
drew up the accompanying from several Roman-catholic collects, and before 
having It read I submitted it to some Roman-catholics, who agreed that it 
was perfectly unobjectionable. 

_ With regard to the paragraph in Mr. Kavanagh's reply, to which the Commis- 
sioneis diiect my special attention, and which I a^ree with them is most 
important, I have to state for their information that Miss M‘Der.nott states 
that, after hearing Mr. Kavans^h’s remarks as to Mrs. Ridley’s readino- &c. 
she asked, “ What am I to tell Mrs. Ridley r ” Mr. Kavanagh replied, "It is 
not your business to tell anything, or make any remarks on what I say— you 

have nothing to do with it — you have no business to interfere, 'Mepeatine- more 

than once words to this effect. As I before stated to your Buard, Miss McDermott 
IS a person quite above her class, being in every way a very superior woman. I 
have known her all my life, and rely .implicitly on the accurate correctness of her’ 
statement. 

Being, therefore, convinced that .Mr. Kavanagh is guilty of a wilful and deli- 
berate missiatemeut, I must, with all respect for the Commissioners, decline 
replying to any of his future reports. I have only to add, that, though sincerelv 
attached to my own branch of the Catholic Church, and fully convinced 
ot ns beneficial influences, yet I have every respect for the convictions of others, 
especially for the branch of the Roman-catholic CImrch established in this 
country, as I see It leads to great purity of morals, and to universal feelings of 

charity and benevolence not exceeded in any part of the world; and though 
eie are many changes and improvements I could desire in the minds and habits 

tend to^rtfs ®’ P^^elytism as I have seen will 

tend to tins end, but rather might deprive the people of the faith they have, as- 

T ’“jnttous influence on their characters; wherefore, 

ne.er have encouraged proselytism, nor have 1 any intention of so doing 



The Secretaries of the 
National Education Board. 



I have, &c. 

(signed) Geoffrey Browne. 



A Prayeu at Opening of Secular Instruction. 

Gkakt unto us all, 0 Lord, we beseech Thee, this day, the snirit of tliinkinr 
Thv rerlTnft fnd flil) B 

tnv savants, and, that they may succeed in their desires, oive them the o roce of 
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' — No. 10 . — 

(B. O. 28— 8— ’37.) 

Sii’, Education Office, 12 September 1857. 

The Honourable Mr. Browne having been furnished with a copy of your letter 
of the 3d ultimo, in reference to the statements contained in his communications 
of the 22d and 26th July last, with regard to your report on the Ballindine 
National School, has forwarded to us a letter of the 21st ultimo, of wliicii the 
enclosed is a copy. 



We are directed by the Commissioners of National Education to request that 
you will transmit, for the information of the Board, with as little delay as pos- 
sible, any observations which you may think necessary to offer as to the further 
■statements made by the Honourable Mr. Browne. 

We have, &c. 

J. W. Kavannagh, Esq., (signed) ilf. . . 

Head Inspector. J, Kelly, jSecretaries. 



— No. 11 . — 

Gentlemen, Katbgar, 14 September 1857. 

I BEG leave to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 12th instant, 
■enclosing a copy of the Honourable G. Browne’s communication of the 21st 
ultimo, respecting reports of mine upon the Ballindine Industrial aud the Bal- 
lindine Male and Female National Schools. 

The difference of opinion between Mr. Browne and me, as to the objectionable 
nature of the work “ Scripture Instruction for the Least and tlie Lowest,’* read 
to the girls during work in the industrial school by Mrs. Ridley, can best be 
decided upon by an e.\amiuation of the three volumes by the Commissionei's 
themselves. I reiterate every opinion I have already expressed of it, and every 
statement made regarding its use. 

The Hon. Mr. Browne is in error in stating that I see or feel that I, in any 
manner or degree, exceeded iny duty in referring to the lending library in the 
school; as I believe, on the contrary, that omitting to refer to it, especially 
under tije general circumstances of the whole establishment, 1 would have failed 
to supply the Commissioners with the knowledge of h material fact. I found 
“ Seymour’s Mornings with the Jesuits” lying open on a press, or table, in the 
room; and on looking at the title-page, I saw it belonged to Mrs. Ridley’s 
family ; on inquiring, was this woi'k read to the girls, or did it form any part of 
the library, the mistress replied in the negative ; adding that it was lent to 
herself by Mrs. Ridley, and that she had just been reading it. This circum- 
stance I did not mention in my report of May 16th, nor would I have referred 
to it in my letter of the 3d ult., had not the general working of that school 
in its religious relations to the pupils been denied by Mr. Browne. The 
fact respecting the book is not denied, and I need no apology for having 
reported it. 

The statements respecting alleged violations of the Board’s rules in certain 
schools, not named, are beside the subjects of my reports; and it is for the Com- 
missioners to deal with tliem. Mr. Browne is wholly misinformed as to some of 
the matters referred to under this head, and under a mistake as to others. 

Respecting the prayer directed to be used in the Ballindine Male and Female 
National Schools, Mr. Browne now admits that my statements were strictly accu- 
rate, and that he was misinformed upon the subject. He now sends a copy of 
the prayer, but you had such already in my report of May 13th on one of the 
schools. 

In reference to the statement made by, Mr. Browne, that on the occasion of 
my only visit to Ballindine Industrial School, I very improperly desired the 
schoolmistress, Miss M'Dermott, not to inform him or Mrs. Ridley of the ques- 
tions I asked or the remarks I made,” I beg to repeat the distinct and emphatic 
contradiction of its accuracy, given already in my letter of the 3d ult. i am 
surprised that a gentleman in Mr. Browne’s position would attempt, from the 
evidence upon which he founds it, to charge me with being “ guilty of a wilful 
and deliberate mis-statement” upon this subject. Mr. Browne’s letter of 
July 26th contradicts his letter of July 22d as to the books read by his sister, 
Mrs. Ridley ; and in liis last letter of August 21st he is obliged to admit that 

332. C his 

Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




i8 



PAPERS RELATING TO THE 



his statements in contradiction of mine, respecting- the prayer, were unfounded 
and inaccurate. He admits he was misled by one of the teachers into an 
unwarranted contradiction of a matter of fact slated by me, but he loses all 
apprehension of a similar result happening in this instance. 

Miss M'Dermott, it is said, “ states that after hearing my remarks as to Mrs. 
Eidley's reading, &c.” she asked, “ What am I to tell Mrs. Ridley ? ” Mr'. 
Kavanagh replied, “ It is not your business to tell anything or make any remark 
on what I say — you have nothing to do vrith it— you have no business to interfere.” 
repeating more than once words to that effect. This statement is substantially, 
and parts of it literally, correct so far as it goes, but it is manifestly only a poi-I 
tion of a fuller statement. The mistress expressed her regret that Mrs. Ridley 
was absent, evinced surprise at the statements made by me, as to the irregularities 
noticed by me, and repeatedly asked me what would be the result of my report, 
ami what sliould she say regarding my visit. She has correctly given my 
answers to her questions. I told her that these were matters between the Board 
and the managers of the school, that they would hear from my report upon the 
several points which I deemed irregular, and that she had no business to inter- 
fere in the matter. Is there one particle of evidence in this statement by the 
mistress, now that it is made dear and intelligible, to warrant Mr. Browne’s 
assertion, as made in his letter, that “ I told her not to inform him or Mrs. 
Ridley of the questions I asked, or the remarks I made ? ” I refused to send 
■any message by her, or to convey through her my opinion upon the irregularities 
noticed at my visit, -which is a totally different thing from desiring her not 
to tell the questions I asked or the remarks that I made. She tSked me, 
amongst other questions, was I a Catholic ? to which I replied that I never 
answer such questions when on duty. 

■While visiting the school I was sitting in wet clothes, having got drenched 
with rain; I examined teachers of district next two days, and° returned to 
Dublin, and next day reported the case to the Board. 

I am, &c- 

The Secretaries, (signed) „Wa IT. Kmanaqh. 

Education Office. 



— No. 12. — 

Gentlemen, Rathgar, 23 'November 1857. 

On the 13th May last, or oyer six months since, I visited three national 
schools, Ballindme Boys’ and Girls’ and Ballindine Industrial School, in all of 
which I found violations of the rules of the Board in reference to religious 
teaclnng, and the details of which I at once reported to the Commissioners. 

Upon those matters being referred to the manager, the Honourable G. Browne, 
ne took exception to several of the statements made by me, and in reply thereto, 
1 torwarded to you my letters, dated August 3d and September i/th, in the 
p fi! ° ^ I suggested that the best way to decide the nature and import 

ot the works read to the girls, nearly every one of whom is a Roman-catholic, 
mT 1 M ‘ Commissioners themselves. In my letter of 

May 18th 1 stated that Mrs. Ridley, sister to the Honourable Mr. Browne, is 
C.*'® (consisting of girls and young 

and^T ies Scripture Instruction for the Least and the Lowest,” 

ami Ca^r, - "- 'careful examination of it, as “openly 

form?oi n cV f school had no time-table, nor any of the 

C se ioT and ‘'’c children in 

ternte trianZld r ■‘“''S'' *c relations of 

to attend the soho l"' ® ™h^icte parents stand to the manager, were incentives 
xo attena the school, notwithstanding its practices. ^ 

Ridfey rLdJ’boo^'^ 22d Mr. Browne states, “ It is quite untrue that Mrs. 

1-^tter he quotes his 

26th) he states “ T find ° effect; but in a subsequent letter (July 

some are rZiou Mrs. Ridley, \hat 

of England Ire not^socH*' " '’y “ clergyman of the Church 

I begTea™ ^r m Th ’r f ^ ™y “-it^versial.” 

(the vMume chanteri? Commisstonem that I gave the title of the work 
’ P > P^ge) in which the objectionable matter would be 

found ; 
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found ; this was communicated to Mr. Browne ; he admits he read the work, but 
he again and again denies that this, or any of the books read by Mrs. Ridley, 
are sectarian or controversial, or that the spirit of the Board s rules is in any way 
infringed by the reading of them as stated. 

To settle this question, pending since last May, and that the Commissioners 
may judge between such very conflicting opinions, 1 beg leave to submit, not merely 
a few extracts from this work, but also the three volumes, which I have purchased 
with this object : — 

“The Roman-catholics disobey the second commandment when they bow to 
pictures and images and crucifixes. We must pray God to pity these poor 
people, and to teach them, by His Holy Spirit, to worship Him in the right 
way.” 

“ It is pleasant to go to churcli where tlie Bible is read and preached, and 
where all God's people love to praise and pray to Him together.” 

“And how thankful we ought to be that we have the Bible to read, and a 
kind God waiting to hear our prayers.” 

“ How thankful we ought to be that that God has placed us wliere we are 
taught to serve and worship Him I England is a happy country! Why?*** 
No : these things alone cannot make a country happy. It is the knowledge of 
God, and of Jesus Christ, and of the Bible, which alone can make us happy.” 
“We must die and go to heaven or to hell, and never come back to earth 
again.” 

“ Missionary boxes, &c.” 

“God does not speak to His ministers now by a voice from heaven ; but 
He speaks to them in His Bible.” 

Condition of England. 

“The one great sacrifice, of which all the others were the types, has been 
offered ; Jesus Christ was that sacrifice, and we want no more.” 

“Some in our own country have, like Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, 
been cast into the fire because they would not be idolaters. There was a 
time in England when people were required to worship a piece of bread, 
which the popish priest told them was changed into the body of Jesus Christ ! 
There were many holy men who could not believe this wicked and foolish 
lie, and they had courage and strength given to them by God to refuse to 
obey. And what was done to them ? they were carried away and bound to 
a stake, and then tlieir enemies set fire to the wood, and the martyrs perished 
in the flames.” Read to end of chapter. 

“ And many years after, at the time of the Reformation, when wise and good 
men tried to put an end to the follies and errors of Popery, they too were dread- 
fully persecuted, and some of them burnt to death by their Roman-catholic 
enemies.” 

“ It is selfish, &c.” 

Last three sentences. 

From “ We too” to end of chapter. 

Protestant Baptism and Confirmation, extracts from Book of Common 
Prayer. 

Admonition on the use of the Bible. 

“ Was there anything in Mary which made God honour her so much ? Was 
she different from other women ; less sinful than they, and more worthy to be 
the mother of Jesus ? No ; Mary was, like every one of us, a poor weak sinner, 
&c., &c.” 

First § of Chap. XVII. 

“ The followers of Christ now obey this command when they eat bread and 
drink wine at the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. The bread should re- 
mind them of the body of Jesus which was broken on the cross ; and the 
wine should remind them of the blood which he shed for them there, &c., &c. 

This was the passage referred to in my original report, quoted as vol. III. 
chap. 87, page 216. _ . 

“ There have been many, many martyrs since Stephen died. First the 
Apostles ; then the early Christians ; and very many more in after times. 
There have been martyrs even in our own country. Holy men and women, and 
222 . c 2 children 



“ Scriptural In- 
struction,'’ 

Vol. I. page iig. 



Page 120. 
Page igS. 
Vol. II. page 78. 

Page 86. 

Page 189. 
Page 214. 

Page 224. 
Page 239. 



Page 336. 



Page 340. 
Page 343- 
Page 392. 



Page 39*^- 
Vol. III. page 9. 



Page 45- 
Page 219. 
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children too, who were cruelly burnt to death, at the time of the Reformation 
because they would not join in the foolish and -vicked errors of Popery. And' 
where are all these holy martyrs now ? They are happy with Jesus, and will be 
SO for ever.” 

“ And what may we learn from this story ? We may learn the duty and 
blessing of searching the Scriptures, and of seeking and praying to imdeitand 
them,” &c., to end of chapter. 

All chapter 128. The Syrian Christians and the Bible. 

I trust I have now fully satisfied the Commissioners that these volumes are 
openly anti-Catholic, and that their use, in the manner reported, for years past 
in the Ballindine Industrial School, is a gross violation of the whole spirit and 
chief rules of the national system. The Hon. Mr. Browne states that he 
looked over these books, and that they are neither sectarian nor controversial 
and that the reading of them, as reported, in no way infringes the rules of the 
Board ; and it is theiefove to be feared that they still continue to be used since 
May last, as they had been before for years previous to my report upon the 
subject. 

1 respectfully request that you will be pleased to submit this letter and these 
volumes to the committee now sitting in reference to me, and also to the Board 
at its first meeting. 

I have, &c. 

The Secretaries, (signed) James W. Kavanaqh, 

Education Office. Head Inspector. 

P- S . — The three vols. may be kept in the office for reference, and I can 
charge their cost, 65 . lid., in my account. 

(signed) J. W. K. 



(B. 0. 4—12 — ’ 57 .) 



— No. 13. - 



Ballindine National School. 



Office of National Education, 

^ ^ 8 December 1867. 

iiiz Cornitiission6rs of Nstionsl Cduc9.tion liave Ii8.d under consideration the 
correspondence arising out of the report of Head Inspector Kavaiiao-h on ihe 
male, female, and industrial scLools of Ballindine. 

The Commissioners regret that, owing to unavoidable circumstances, they 
have been unable to come to a final decision on the case. 

Mr. Kavanagh has recently submitted to the Board a copy of the books ad- 
verted to ill his report, entitled ‘'.Scriptural Instruction for the Least and the 
Lowest, ’ an examination of which confirms the accuracy of Mr. Kavanagh's 
statement as to the sectarian character of the work. 

With regard to the statement contained in yonr letter, that Mr. Kavanagh 
deshed the teacher not to acquaint you or Mrs. Ridley with the remarks he 
made, or the questions he^ put, when inspecting the industrial department, the 
Commissioners are of opinion that be merely intended to convey to her that the 
matter would be reported by him to the Commissioners, who would communi- 
with you as the manager of the school. 

^le Commissioners have, however, deemed it right to direct another of the 
head inspectors, Dr. Newell, to proceed to Ballindine and report on the state of 
e national schools. Dr. Newell is also instructed to wait upon you, and to’ 
point out to you the passages in the book to which allusion has been made, which 
render the book unfit, for general use in a national school, 
oriw.!*. 3'^^- 'vrite to you and inform you how soon his arrangements will 
Board ^ proceeding to Ballindine in conformity with the order of the 



Hon. G. Browne, Ballindine, Tuam 



We have, &c. 

(signed) Maurice Cross,'] ^ , . 

James Kell;,, 
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gj]. Education Office, S December 1S57. 

We semi you herewith all the correspondence regarding the violations of rule 
reported by Mr. Kuvan<igh, head insj>ector, to have taken place in the Ballindine Letter 102 . 55941 . 
National Schools. Also^the ^YOl'k “ Scripture Instruction for the Least and the H. I.K. $ 0 . 70 . 
Lowest,” referred to by Mr. Kavanagh in his report. 

We are to direct that you will proceed forthwith to Ballindine to examine the ' ‘ 
male, female, and industrial departments, with a view of ascertaining if the irre- 
o-uiarities and violations of rule enumerated by Mr. Kavanagh in his report, 
and subsequent correspondence, and particularly referred to in our letter to the 
Honourable Geoffrey Browne (a copy of which we enclose), dated 18th July last, 
have been corrected. 

You are also to lay before Mr. Browne the extracts from “ Scriptural Instruc- 
tion for the Least and the Lowest,” marked in that work, and also referred to in 
Mr. lvavaiia‘>h’s letter of the 23d ultimo, e.xtracts which the Commissioners 
consider cu °firm the accuracy of the statement witli regard to the sectarian 
character of the work in question, and which they cannot permit to be any 

longer used during the hours of secular instruction. 



W. H. Newell, Esq. 



We are, &c. 

(signed) Maurice Cross,' 
James Kellu, 



•Secretaries. 



— No. 13. — 

B. 0. 4 — 12 — 57. 

gjj. Education Office, 9 December 1857. 

The Commissioners have again had under consideration your report and 
correspondence connected with the Ballindine National Schools, including your 
letter of the 23d ultimo, forwarding a copy of the work therein referred to, 
entitled " Scriptural Instruction for the Least and the Lowest.” 



We are now directed to inform you that the Commissioners consider that the 
extracts from that book, as given by you, fully confirm the accuracy of your 
orio-inal statement with regard to its sectariau diaracter, and they have accord- 
inoly intimated to the Honourable G. Browne that it can no longer be employed 
in°the Ballindine National Schools during the hours of general instruction. 



The Commissioners have also directed Mr. W. H. Newell, head inspector, to 
have an interview with the Honourable G. Browne for the purpose of bringing 
under his notice the extracts before alluded to, and to visit the Ballindine 
National Schools with a view of ascertaining if the irregulanti^ and violations 
of rule eunmerated in your report and subsequent correspondence, and spe- 
cially referred to in our letter of the astli July last to the Honourable G. Browne, 
have been corrected. 



We are also to acquaint you wuh reference to a charge preferred *>gamst j ci 
by the Honourable G. Browne of having^ desired the teacher ot the BaBindme 
Industrial School not to inform him or Mrs. Ridley of the remarks you made m 
the questions you put on the occasion of your inspection, that in the 
the Commissioners you did not intend to prevent the teacher from communi- 
cating the details o 7 your visit, and that your object was merely to convey to 
her that various violations of rule, &c., which you noticed ivoukl be reported 
by you to the Commissioners, who would communicate directly with the manager 
on the subject on the receipt of your report. 

As we are not aware whether we put you in possession of the subjance of the 
order of tlie Board on your original report, we are directed to torwmrd you a copf 
of our letter of the IStli July last, communicating it to the Honourable G. 
Bi'OWDe. 



The delay which has occurred in coming to a final decision on this «se has 
been partly occasioned by the fact of the papers, &c., 

the other cases referred to the committee appointed on the 11th September last 
to inquire into vanous matters affecting you. - 

332. c 3 
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^ The committee, however, did not enter into the Ballindine ease, but referred 
jt to the Board for consideration. 

The letter of the 18 th J uly referred to, not Ijeing ready to-day, will be forwarded 
to you to-raorrow. “ 

We are, &c. 

(signed) M. Cross.-] 

Jas. W. Kavanagh, Esq. y. 



f. Cross ,1 c 
. Kdly, jSecretanes. 



— No. 16 . — 

Ballindine Male and Female National Schools, County Mayo, 

Gentlemen 12 December 1857. 

1 ha™ the honour to state, for the information of the Commissioners of 
National Education, that on the receipt of your letter of the 8th inst., which was 
forwarded to me on tlie evening of that day, I wrote by the same post to the 
Hon. G. Browne, appointing Thursday, the 10th inst., for my visit to the 
BaUindme Male, Female, and Industrial Schools, and adding that imme- 
MGarre^tt ^ purposed waiting on him at his residence, Castle 

Your mstnictions to me were to ascertain if ihe irregularities and violations of 
rule, enumerated by Mr Kavanagh in his report and subsequent correspondence 
and particularly referred to m your letter of the 18th July last to the Hon G 
Browne, had been corrected or not. 

ShortlyafterlOo’clock, A.M. on the loth inst. I reached the village of Ballindine 
I firstvisded the male school, and I found that in it the Board’s rules have beeti 
strictly observed since the receipt of your letter of the 18 th July. A notice with 

(u uupy of which has been already laid 
before the Commissioners) has been inserted in the time-table under the proper 
heading. There is one point to which an objection could be raised. The words 
written over the prayer are' — 

vvor/ the Opening of S. Instruction.” The letter S. is the initial of the 
L sub^thnted f Kidley tl.at the word " before” should 

agreed ' ^oggostion Mrs. Ridley at once 

instruction in this school at present is as follows — 
The school opens with the Prayer referred to, at 814 o'clock, p.m. ■ the tocher 
theRo^mau theDouay BUiIe, and teaches the fioman-catholic’Catechismto 

duriurz The Protestant children in attendance (2) remain 

catechism better® ‘he Bible, but leave the school before 

teh^ouTinsrcHou ' 

birtthfirr “i® departaent the Board’s rules are in practice strictly observed, 
ance with the f the time set apart for religious instruction is notin aceord- 
Tnstr.rtp practice. In the time-table, under the heading “ Reli»ious 

catholic rtt r Instruction, which consists i? theRoman- 

the BlWe h *'>® Roman-catholic edition of 

S Tuesdays. Wednesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays, 

Mi “ekek and r r,; «« « A.M., and ends, tfe forme/a 

tinie-mbk'Tn wSh" ™ade on an old form of the 

celled. The vvords iaThis arrangements, have been can- 

The practice Irtl rlr - * -'' “ Ttalica are 111 the time-table interlined, 

the Douay Bible beain ? follows : — Prayer and reading of 

the Roman-catbnlic^ai- 1 • ^ ° clock, when the secular business commences, and 

parents obiecl is renS d o’clock. No child 4 ose 

instruction is o-iven at the f ® The teacher assured me that religious 

ance with liis^wishes She™V a" ®P®®'®®d by Mr. .Browne, and in accord- 
I brought this subiect under M ,* ’"““R* oofty was made by mistake, 

was m!de tlirouXmistat I'L believes that the entry 

time-table susnen'dpd in u,h- She has agreed to have a 

practice. P ed, in which a notice shall be inserted in conformity with the 
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There is evidently a desire to have the male and female departments conducted 
in strict accordance with the Board’s rules ; and the deviation existing at present 
only in form, will, I have no doubt, be remedied immediately. 

The industrial school was the last visited by me. This school is situated at 
some distance from the literary school. The following diagram will exhibit the 
position of the two houses ; — 



£t street 




1 . Literary School. 

2. Industrial School. 

3. Fields j no thoroughfare. 



Tor a year or more the girls attending tliis department have not received 
any literary instruction. About 28 or 30 girls used to attend the litereiry 
school. The girls of the literary school, too, used to attend the industrial 
school daily, and a person was specially appointed by Mrs. Ridley to conduct the 
pupils from one school to the other. This practice was discontinued when Mrs. 
Ridley left the country for London. The girls who came to work only, com- 
plained that by dividing their lime they learned little at either school. I 
apprehend that the two female teachers did not co-operate cordially, and that 
the want of union led to a falling away in the attendance of the work-girls. No 
attempt has been made to remedy this state of things since the date of your letter 
on the subject to Mr. Browne. 

For two years neither register nor rolls have been kept in this department, and 
the daily numerical record of the girls’ attendance has been most irregular. 
The teacher acknowledges that, in this respect, her conduct was culpable, but 
previous to Mr. Kavanagh’s visit it does not appear that any remonstrance was 
made on the subject. She has undertaken to keep the accounts correctly in 
future. 

There is no time-table in the school, nor general lesson, nor form of any kind 
to indicate that it is a national school. The inscription “National School’ is 
not on the outside ; the teacher told me that she thought the patron was anxious 
to have the inscription put up, but that he found it difficult, to get a tradesman 
to prepare a board, and paint the words on it. 

Mrs. Ridley has continued to read the work entitled “ Scripture Instruction 
for ihe Least and the Lowest” on Tuesdays and Fridays since July to the assembled 
girls, but, as appears from Appendix (C.), and from Mrs. Ridley s own statement 
in a subsequent part of this letter, she never read any of the passages that are 
offensive to Roman-catholics, or contrary to the doctrine of the Roman-catholic 
Churcb. Mrs. Ridley has occasionally read another book, entitled “ Forest 
Exiles, or Perils of a Peruvian Family,” by Captain Mayne Reid ; this book I 
looked through in a cursory manner. It does not appear to contain 
prossions that could be considered offensive to any denomination of Christians. 

It is clear, then, from the foregoing statement that since the date of your letter 
of the ]8th July last, addressed to Mr. Browne, steps were taken to correct the 
irregularities iu the male and female schools, but that nothing was done towards 
conducting the industrial department in accordance with the rules of the Com- 
missioners. The department has done, is doing, and will continue to do, a vast 
amount of good in the locality, but, as conducted at present, it is not in any sense 
of the word, beyond its usefulness, a national school. 

332 . c 4 
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It is needless for me perhaps to remark, that Mr. KavanaglTs reports re-ardinir 
these schools were in all particulars strictly correct ; and I may also obsem that 
the words he addressed to the teacher, Miss M‘Dermott, relative to her not com 
mnnicating with the manager or with Mrs. Ridley on the subject of the queries 
put by him to Miss M'Dermott, were not prohibitory, as tlie Hon. G. Browne 
has concluded, but simply defining the relation in which Miss M'Oerinott was 
placed. This view of Mr. Kavanagh’s language is supported by the admission of 
Miss M'Dermott herself, as set forth in the Appendix. 

After I had completed my inquiries at the schools I proceeded to wait on Mr. 
Browne, but him 1 could not see, as he was from home; he is at present in Italy" 
I then sought an interview with Mrs. Ridlev, but she too was from home ■ however 
as she was staying at Athavally, the residence of Sir R. T. Blosse, Bart which 
IS about eleven miles from Ballindine, I proceeded to Athavally, and had a very 
long interview with Mrs. Ridley. I represented to her the violations of rule in 
the industrial department, and the few irregularities still existing in the male 
and female schools, Tliese latter she undertook to have remedied immediately 
She admitted tliat in the industrial school she reads the Doaav Bible, or some 
work of a religious character, on Tuesdays and Fridays, to all the girls assembled , 
but she assured me, on her honour, that she never read any of the passages in 
the bool; entitled " Scripture Instruction for the Least and the Lowest ” which 
are oBeiisive to Roman-catholics ; she said that she had always skipped these 
passages^ I told her that even so, the use of any book of a religious kind at a time 
not specially set aparli was a violation of tlie' Board’s rules, and could not be 
permitted. Mrs. Ridley assured me that she had never made the sligiuest attempt 
to interfere with the religious tenets of the Roman-catholic children; that she 
and the parish priest were upon the most friendly terms ; that he was conversant 
with the practice pursued by her at the school ; and that her sole desire was to 
improve the girls, and make them good and useful members of society. For 15 
months previous to the appointment of Miss M’Dermott, Mrs. Ridley conducted 
tlus uepartmeiit entirely by herself, and she has since, when in Ireland, devoted 
most or her time and energies lo it. 

Mrs. Ridley composed this prayer, which is used in all the departments, from 

portions of collects taken from the Roman-cathnlic Missal, omitting only such 

words as would be objectionable to any professions of Christianity not belongino- 
to the Roman- catholic Church ; her object in doing this was to try and conciliate 
all parties, as she concluded that Roman-catholics could not object to a prayer 
Bie wPrds of which were to be found in tlreir own Missal, which she, beino- a 
rrotestant, afforded a guarantee to girls of her own persuasion that the pra'ver 
was such as they might join in. She never considered that it was to be conducted 
strictly as a national sedool, as no terms of the kind, she alleges, were made with 
ner when she obtained aid from the Board, and she received no intimation until 
recently that she had been pursuing an irregular course, or one that the Com- 
missioners could not sanction ; however, she is willing, pendino- the receipt of a 
communication from her brother, the manager, to conform tS the rules of the 
Board, by reading only the Douay version of the Bible at an hour prescribed in 
a time-tab e, which is to be suspended in the school-room ; to let the girls in at- 
tendance have two hours instruction daily, provided the Commissioners will 
appoint a paid monitress to enable her to carry out this, arrangement ; and to have 
the ^counts of the attendance formally kept in future. 

j. Ritlley complained that she or her brother had never received any 
notice from Mr M'Sweeney, district inspector, of his visits, although she always 
telt anxious to he present at the examination of the classes. 

Hid the female school averages 45 throughout the year, 

is entitled the industrial department is about 30, the school 

that of the He monitress on the ground of numbers, and on 

tiiatot the classification of the literary teacher. 

dav district inspector he ordered to attend at an early 

tress and th-it lie I, tine notice of the same, to select a seuior paid moni- 

nsnal forms of time s“Pply the industrial department with the 

-uai terms ot time-table, general lesson, and account books. 

The Secretaries, , • S?' n 

Education Office. <®'Sned) W. H. Nemdl 
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APPENDIX. 



This Appendix contains only such statements of the teachers as I thought it advisable to 
commit to writing at the moment. I have, in addition, transcribed from the daily report 
book in the male school all the observations entered in this book rince May last, whicii 
were made by the parish priest, the Rev. J. M'Cullagh. 



(A.) 

Thomas Corcoran, teacher of the male school, stated, that about 12 months since, as well 
as he could remember, the form of prayer now used was drawn np ; that about two months 
before Mr. Kavanagh’s visit, the Rev. J. M'CuU^h, parish priest, had ordered him (the 
teacher) to discontinue the prayer, which he did without any reference to the manager ; that 
a notice respecting this prayer, and the time at which it was read, was sent to the parents of 
the Protestant children in attendance ; that he did not send any notice to the Roman-catholic 
parents, as he, as a Roman-catholic, saw nothing objectionable in the prayer; that he received Board's Rules 
no instructions from the manager to insert any notice about the prayer in the time-table 5 Part IV, paragraph 
that the first intimation he received of the necessity' of having the reading of the prayer 16. 
notified in the time-table was firom Mr. Kavanagh ; that after Mr. Browne heard from the 
Board in July last, he (the teacher) inserted the notice now written in the time-table ; that 
the prayer is read daily since that date ; that the Rev- J. M‘CuUagh is aware of this fact ; 
that he has frequently visited the school since July last, and that he made no objection to 
the prayer ; that the greatest harmony .has always prevailed among the pupils of all denomi- 
nations in this school. 

Copies of entries made by Mr. M'Cullagh since July last— 

“ Visited, and heard the teacher examine the geography class. Never heard more prompt 
and accurate answering. Can say the same almost of the reading classes.” 

(signed) John M'Cullagli, P. P. 

“ 2d October 1857. — Visited; 45 present; working of the school satisfactory.” 

(signed) John M‘Cullagh,^.V. 



(B.) 

Mary Fogarty, teacher of the female school, stated, that there was no notice of the reading 
of the prayer inserted in the time-table previous to Mr. Kavanagh’s visit ; the form of prayer 
was pinned at the bottom of the time-table ; cannot recollect whether or not the manager or 
district inspector desired her to insert a notice in the time-table ; received a copy of the teacher of the 
prayer from the teacher of the boys’ school, and not direct from the manager; that the ^aie gcbool merely 
parents of the Protestant children in attendance received notice of the time and nature of gave herthe prayer, 
the religious instructions ; that the Protestant children remain during the reading of the and told her wben 
chapter from the Douay Bible, but not during the teaching of the Roman-catholic Cate- it was to be used, 
chism ; that the parish priest visits occasionally, but leaves no remarks in the report book ; This he admitted, 
that he never made any inquiries as to the reading of the prayer ; that the • greatest hax- (gjgned) W. H. N 
mony and good feeling has always existed between the Protestant and Roman-catholic 
children. 

(C.) 

Miss McDermott, teacher of the industrial department, said, that she had never heard 
Mrs. Ridley read any passage or say anything that could give offence to Roman-catholics ; 
that Mrs. Ridley did not read the passage in the work entitled “ Scripture Instruction for 
the Least and the Lowest” which are offensive to Roman-catholics or opposed to Roman- 
catholic doctrine ; that Mrs. Ridley does not read such books through from beginning to j read some nf the 
end; that none of the girls had ever objected to Mrs. Ridley’s reading the books she does passages referred to 
read. for Miss M‘Der- 

That Mr. Kavanagh did not direct her not to tell Mrs. Ridley what questions were mott. 
asked ; that he said “ It is no business of yours to tell anything, or to make anj^ comments,” (signed) W. H. 
and words to that effect ; does not remember his exact words ; does not think that Mr. 

Kavanagh sought for information, which he wished to be kept concealed from Mrs. Ridley ; 
did not lead Mr. Browne to conclude that such was Mr. Klavanagh’s object; Mr. Browne 
put this construction upon Mr. Kavanagh’s words without her suggesting it. 

12 December 1857. (signed) JV. H. Newell. 
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— No. 17. — 

Gentlemen, Nice, I5 December 1857. 

Being absent from home, I only yesterday received a letter from a gentleman 
belonging to your office (whose name I cannot read), stating that th * Commis- 
sioners considered a work read by Mrs. Ridley in the Ballindine Industrial 
School of a sectarian character, and shooid therefore be used iu a national school 
only at the time set apart for religious instruction. Having before stated 
through you to the Commissioners the circumstances under which this school 
came into existence, the expense at which it had been supported, the number of 
heads employed in it, and that during the ten years it has been in operation no 
single instance has occurred of proselytizing, or (previous to the present) any 
complaint been made, I have now only to beg to decline any further interference 
or assistance from your Board on its behalf, and as such assistance was confined 
to the paltry sum of 8/. a year, the loss will be the more easily borne. 



The Secretaries of the 

Board of National Education. 



I remain &c. 

(signed) Geoffrey Browne, 



— No. 18. — 

Gentlernen, ^ Nice, 21 December 1857. 

Hearing from my sister, Mrs. Ridley, that she has seen Dr. Hewlet Newell, 
and IS ready to abide by that gentleman’s decision, I beg to request that the 
Commissioners will allow me to withdraw my last letter, which was written 
under an erroneous impression of Mrs. Ridley’s wishes, by which, as the school 
has been founded and is kept up by her exertions, I am guided iu the matter. 



The Secretaries of the 

National Board of Education. 



I have, &c. 

(signed) Geoffrey Browne. 



(B. 0. 24— 13— ’67.) 



— No. 19. — 



Ballindine Industrial National School. 



Office of National Education, 

jr 1 . -I 1 ^ Dublin, 1 January 1858. 

Having laid before the Commissioners of National Education, at their meeting 
01 the 24th ultimo, your letter of the 16th, declining any further interference or 
assistance from the National Board on behalf of the industrial department of 
Ballindine National School, ^ 

We are now to acquaint you that the Commissioners have directed that the 
name of Ballindine Industrial Department be removed from the list of national 
industrial schools from the date of this order, 24th December 1857, but that the 
salary ot the mistress be paid up to the 31st ultimo. 



The Hon. Geoffrey Browne 
Nice. 



We have, &c. 

(signed) Maurice Cross, 
James Kelly, 



•Secretaries. 
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— No. 20'. — 

(B. O. 31— 12 — ’57.) 

Industrial Department, Balundine Female National School. 

Education Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 5 January 1858. 

We beg leave to acquaint you that we laid before the Commissioners of Na- 
tional Education, at their meeting on the 31st December, your letter of the 21st 
of that month, which reached us on the 29th, expressing a wish to withdraw 
your previous communication intimating that you declined to continue to receive 
any farther aid from the Board for the industrial department of Baliindine 
Female National School. 

We are directed to inform you, in reply, that before the receipt of your letter 
of the 21st ultimo, namely, at their meeting held on the 24th December, the 
Commissioners acted on your intimation, that you would decline further assist- 
ance for the industrial department, and accordingly dissolved all connexion with 
that department from and after the 24th December. 

Under the circumstances, it will be necessary, according to the practice usually 
pursued in all similar cases, that you should now make application to have the 
industrial department taken again into connexion with the Board. And we shall 
send you the forms requisite to be filled, for the purpose, if you will state to 
what address they should be transmitted. 

We are, &c. 

The Hon. Geoffrey Browne, (signed) Maurice ^^<’’^«>lsecretaries 
Nice. James Kelly ^ J 
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